Fun Fair June 3th to 5th

Spring has passed and summer is here, and Blackburn residents love to kick start the summer with a good old fashioned party. That’s right: the Fun Fair is back!   This year’s theme for the fair is “community is: ...people helping people” and our theme was chosen by nine year old Katie Murphy of Blackburn Hamlet.  She is the winner of our contest and she is an incredible girl who does what she can to help out others in our community.  
The fair is set to kick off on June 3rd  with an entertaining evening that will feature skateboarding and BMX competitions as well as a youth hip hop dance demonstration.  This is all organized by our Friday night youth club director from the Eastern Ontario Resource Center, Stephanie Ceasar Young.  Prizes will be sponsored by West 49 and it should be a great show as always! The opening of the carnival starts at 4pm along with all other activities. 
The parade is going to be absolutely amazing this year.  It is generously sponsored by Valvoline Canada and Car Care Canada.  Our hope is that before people come out to watch the parade they once again raid their pantries!  We will be collecting non-perishable food items for Blackburn’s St Joseph’s Store House. Our local TD Bank team has volunteered to collect the food bank donations with shopping carts that will hopefully be packed full with Blackburn’s generous contributions.  This is a great way to show our community spirit and also help those in need in our community.
Our showcase in the arena will once again be packed, we will have the usual used book, board game and DVD sale, and contributions can be brought to us on Friday evening after 4pm.  This year Ray’s Reptiles will be our main attraction in the arena and they will be putting on two demonstrations throughout the afternoon.   Com Choice realty has generously sponsored a new bouncy combo unit for the children to play in as well.  The silent auction this year will once again be HUGE!  We will have several tables of items up for auction and it will be open from 10am until 3pm.  We are always open to last minute silent auction contributions so if you would like your business to be represented in the silent auction please contact us soon.
The community games and competitions that we brought back last year will be happening again this year from 1pm until 3pm on the field.  There will be challenges for every age and everyone will receive a small prize for their efforts.  This is a very important aspect of our fair; it is a way to bring back some of the old traditions established from our community’s past.  Our tug of war competitions will start at 2pm and will feature our local TD bank vs. BMO bank, and also the police vs. firemen competition that was a blast to watch last year.          
The live music acts at this year’s fair are off the charts as we’ve assembled some great local talent to entertain young and old.  Consult the schedule of events to see the amazing musical line-up and local talent that will be showcased throughout the day and evening.  Also, if you have talent and are interested in performing on stage contact us at infoblackburnfair@gmail.com.  It may not be too late to claim some spotlight time.
The beer garden will be open from 12am until 11:30pm with a short intermission break from 8:30 until 9pm in order to clean and re-organize for our evening entertainment.  A cover charge of $5 will be in effect after 9pm.
A new attraction this year is the Pet Pride showcase event that will take place on Sunday, June 5th from 1 to 2:30pm on the fairgrounds.  Dress up the dog and the kids to match, pick a theme and be as creative as you can. There will be contests and rewards for all competitors. Who has the Blackburn pooch with the longest/shortest tail, biggest ears, tallest and  smallest dog, best trick, or the most obedient pet?  This event is proudly organized by Kayla Dudas a twelve year old who shows real promise as a future community leader.   

     This year’s fair features dozens of activities, games and entertainment.   And remember, this year’s fair theme is all about community so get out to the fair grounds, bring your friends, bring your family and have fun!
*Road closure for parade is from 10 until 10:30am on Saturday June 4th.* To be placed in a separate box at end of article, please.

